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OPENING CREDITS

The opening credits play over a tracking shot. It starts on 
the for sale sign by the gate of a house. Leads through the 
gates, up the path, looks at the house and slowly leads into 
the top right window. A fast tempo but eerie melody is 
playing but this is juxtaposed with the gentle and warming 
sounds of birds singing and the wind rustling in the trees. 

The Music fades out as the credits end, the zoom into the 
upper window leads into Joseph’s bedroom.

1. INT. BEDROOM - NOON

Joseph (10) sorts through a box of books in his new bedroom. 
He neatly lines them up on a shelf. One falls behind the 
shelf and as he reaches to get it, he notices another book is 
wedged behind the shelf. It is worn and dusty. He goes to 
open the book, but he hears his parents calling him from 
downstairs.

DAD
(V.O.)

Joseph, we are going now! We’re 
late! Make sure you behave yourself 
for Anna!

MOM
(V.O.)

Love you darling. Be good.

Joseph goes downstairs.

2. INT. LIVING ROOM - NOON

Anna (25) stands at the windows waving good-bye to Joseph’s 
parents as they drive away. Just as the car leaves eye sight, 
Joseph comes running into the living room and up to the 
window where Anna is. 

ANNA
They’ve just left, honey.

Joseph slumps on to an unopened box in the living room. He 
looks disappointed.

ANNA (CONT’D)
(In a soothing and 
friendly voice)

So, you must be Joseph. It’s lovely 
to meet you.

Joseph looks up at Anna. He says nothing and looks down at 
the ground.



ANNA (CONT’D)
What do you think of your new 
house, Joe?

JOSEPH
Do you know what happened to the 
last family who lived here?

ANNA
They sold the house because they 
didn’t need all the rooms anymore.

JOSEPH
I want to go home. I miss Spike and 
my friends and my old nanny!

ANNA
I promise we’ll have some fun until 
your parents get home. We’ll be 
best friends before you know it! Do 
you like dancing? We can try Welsh 
folk dancing after dinner! I’m a 
professional.

Anna does a funny dance that gets a slight smile in Joseph’s 
face.

3. INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Joseph is sat in front of his shelf in a pile of books, but 
the dusty old one in his hand. 

ANNA (CONT’D)
(V.O.)

Have you picked a story yet, Joe? 
I’m coming up!

JOSEPH
I want to read this one, I found it 
when I got here! I think the old 
owners left it behind. 

ANNA
(Teasingly)

Oh, looks like a scary one! Are you 
sure you can handle it?

JOSEPH
Of course I can. I don’t get 
scared.

ANNA
Okay. Jump into bed and get comfy, 
then!

SWITCH TO STOP MOTION

2.



ANNA (CONT’D)
(V.O.)

Jimmy was a lovely boy who used to 
love playing with his best friend 
Max, his beagle dog. They never 
went anywhere without one another.

JOSEPH
(V.O.)

Spike was a beagle, too!

ANNA
(V.O.)

Jimmy’s father had forbidden him to 
go to the woods behind their house 
because a rumor had it that an evil 
creature had been living there for 
hundreds of years. They had to 
start to think it was just an old 
wives tale, but lately more and 
more people who visit the forest 
haven’t been coming back. But Jimmy 
was brave and curious and he didn’t 
believe any such monster lived 
there. One day, he and Max were 
playing fetch on the outskirts of 
the forest like they used to do 
every day, when one of Jimmy’s 
throws went into the woods way out 
of sight. Instantly, Max went 
bounding off into the forest and 
quick as a flash, he disappeared 
into the shadows.

JOSEPH
(V.O. Weakly)

What happened to Max?

ANNA
(V.O.)

Jimmy followed Max. He ran and ran 
in hope of finding his best friend. 
As he got deeper into the forest, 
he began to hear rustling in the 
trees all around him. He thought it 
was Max, but he couldn’t tell which 
direction it was coming from. He 
continued to run and the noises 
began to become louder and scarier, 
until he stopped dead still. 
Silences took over everything and 
in this moment, he realized he was 
completely lost. 

3.

(MORE)



Before he could panic, he looked 
around him and in a distance, he 
saw a dark creepy, masked witch, in 
the form of an old lady: grey hair, 
warts on her face and a dim shadow 
following her every move. She 
slowly approached him and as she 
lent out to grab him, he turned and 
fled.

SWITCH TO LIVE ACTION

JOSEPH
What happened later?

ANNA
You’ll find it out tomorrow. It’s 
bedtime now, I’m afraid.

Anna turns the lights off and leaves. Joseph closes his eyes. 
As soon as he falls asleep, he starts hearing those voices 
inside his mind. They build in tempo and pitch until he hears 
the same scream again. He wakes, sits bolt upright and pants 
heavily.

4. INT. KITCHEN - MORNING

The TV is on. Anna is sat at the breakfast counter watching 
the news. We see a young journalist on the screen.

JOURNALIST
Nine year-old boy was found dead in 
his home in Sommerset. Police has 
not revealed the name, but a search 
party is already looking for 
possible offenders...

ANNA
Poor little fellow... 

A photograph of the boy is depicted in the top right of the 
screen.

Joseph enters in his school uniform.

JOSEPH
Anna, I couldn’t sleep last night. 
I couldn’t get the witch out of my 
head!

ANNA
Remember it’s only a story, buddy. 
How about we go for a bike ride 
after school to take your mind off 
it?

4.
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JOSEPH
Yeah, okay! I’d like that.

5. EXT. COUNTRYSIDE - AFTERNOON

Anna and Joseph head towards the woods. They are side by 
side. Joseph rides at walking pace on his bike. They smile 
and laugh together.

JOSEPH
So, why you decided to become a 
nanny?

ANNA
I love children. I used to look 
after my younger siblings a long 
time ago.

JOSEPH
And where are they now?

ANNA
Are you enjoying the ride, Joe?

JOSEPH
Yes! Can I go a little bit further? 
I’d like to explore the woods.

ANNA
Sure! But don’t talk to strangers, 
please! Apparently, a murder is on 
the loose.

Joseph smiles and speeds off into the distance. He ends up 
out of Anna’s sight and approaches the woods. He begins to 
feel scared and starts to hear the same rustling noises he 
did in his nightmare. Behind one of the trees, the witch from 
his nightmare and the story stands watching him. He retreats 
back to Anna.

As we see Anna walking cheerfully in the distance, the noises 
begin to slow to a peaceful halt.

6. INT. JOSEPH’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Joseph is in his bed. Anna sits beside him.

ANNA
Are you sure you want to know what 
happened to Jimmy and Max? 

JOSEPH
I’m fine, I’m a big boy! 

ANNA
All right.
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Anna opens the book. We switch to STOP MOTION.

ANNA (CONT’D)
(V.O.)

The next day, Jimmy went back into 
the woods to look for Max and 
rescue him from the dark witch. He 
followed his trail of footprints 
that led him to an abandoned cabin. 
He listened intently and heard Max 
barking. As soon as Jimmy opened 
the door of the cabin, he started 
hearing the deafening voices again. 
They were like shrieks.

Joseph hears the same shrieks, too. (LIVE ACTION)

SWITCH TO STOP MOTION

ANNA (CONT’D)
(V.O.)

He covered his ears, but the 
shrieks were getting even much 
louder. They stunned him so much 
that he couldn’t move. Every around 
start to fade to black.

SWITCH TO LIVE ACTION.

Joseph is in the same pose. His hands are over his head. He 
looks as if he is in agony. He looks around his room, but 
everything is blurred. When he manages to focus on the room 
around him, Anna is gone. Everything is silent. The only 
sound is that of Joseph’s heart. Slow, but thumping. 

Silence.

JOSEPH
Miss Anna?

More silence occurs as he scans his room. He looks over 
towards the corridor where a small portion of light is 
invading his room. In the doorway, the small daunting figure 
of the witch starts back at him. (Jump scare). She then walks 
slowly towards him. 

WITCH
Go to sleep, child.

JOSEPH
(Panicking)

Miss Anna! The witch is here! 

The witch puts her hands around Joseph’s mouth. She uncovers 
her face: it’s Anna.

ANNA
I know, kid.
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She suffocates Joseph against the pillow. He struggles. A 
wisp of air exits his body. Joseph is dead. 

ANNA (CONT’D)
I told you, I love children.

Anna strokes his hair, tucks him in, smiles and lets out a 
slow sigh of relief.

DISSOLVE TO:

7. INT. NEW HOUSE - DAY

Anna walks towards a house. She has a professional look about 
her and a large smile on her face. She walks up to the door 
and confidently knocks it. The door opens and from inside, we 
see Anna.

ANNA
Hello, I’m here for the nanny 
interview. I’m Anna Porter.

WOMAN
(V.O.)

Oh yes! Please come in.

As she comes in, she tells her how much she loves children.

The door shuts down.

FADE OUT.

END CREDITS
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